Absent relative afferent pupillary defect in an asymptomatic case of lateral chiasmal syndrome from cerebral aneurysm.
This report documents a case of an asymptomatic 34-year-old female who had right eye subtle temporal optic nerve pallor with absent clinically detectable relative afferent pupillary defect. This presentation was secondary to a fusiform paraclinoid aneurysm resulting in lateral chiasmal syndrome. Visual fields demonstrated a nasal depression OD. Neuroimaging studies revealed the presence of a fusiform paraclinoid aneurysm compressing the right optic nerve and optic chiasm. The lesion was treated surgically without additional visual loss nor systemic and neurological complications. A clinically detectable relative afferent pupillary defect may be absent in unilateral optic nerve pallor and/or visual field loss and does not preclude the need to attempt to identify an underlying etiology. Neuroradiological examination of orbital and cranial structures is an imperative protocol in the appropriate management of this potential life- and vision-threatening condition.